
BOLD = Sponsor of SB 4286
(I) = Incumbent/Officeholder
D = Democrat
C = Constitution
R = Republican

Candidate/Officeholder               
(House of Delegates District)    Party  

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor
Dave Pethtel (I)
(5th) D YES YES

Denzil Sloan
(5th) C YES ? YES

YES     
(See 

Comm-
ents*)

YES YES YES YES

Sterling Ball 
(9th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

YES
(or free 

gas)

Brenda Brum 
(10th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

YES     
(It should 
be free!)

Dan Poling (I)
(10th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Tom Azinger (I)
(10th) R 

Bill Bell
(10th) R YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Frederick David Gillespie 
(10th) R YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Ed Long 
(10th) R YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Mitch B. Carmichael (I)
(12th) R YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Mickey Whalen 
(13th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Brian C. Savilla 
(13th) R YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

8
Requiring the 

operator to offer 
residential gas 
service, at cost.

Comments: The Legislature is scheduled to study this topice during the 2008 interim session. I will look at the issues concerning this topic after the study is completed. 

House of Delegates Candidate & Officeholder Responses to WV SORO Questionnaire
1

Requiring 
landowner notice 

before coming onto 
property.

2
Requiring a face-to-
face meeting before 

the permit 
application is filed.

3
Negotiation or 

mediation to give 
surface owner 

input.  

4
Surface owner 

determines the road 
location.

5
Surface owner 

chooses vegetation 
replacement type. 

6
Value the land 
taken at market 

value, not the value 
of its current use.

7
Compensation for 
total value of the 
surface owner's 

losses.

Comments: I will support your issues but I want to see the bill before signing on.  

Comments: *As long as location is reasonable to gain access
These are my opinions to the specific questions asked. I would need to read the legislation itself and examine its contenct to know if I would support the legislation. 



BOLD = Sponsor of SB 4286
(I) = Incumbent/Officeholder
D = Democrat
C = Constitution
R = Republican

Candidate/Officeholder               
(House of Delegates District)    Party  

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor
Brian (Scotty) Scott 
(13th) R YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Karen Coria
(14th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Carl L. Eastham 
(15th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Robert "Bobby" Nelson 
(16th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Dale Stephens (I)
(16th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Don Perdue (I)
(17th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Ted Ellis (I)
(19th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Jeremy Farley 
(19th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Rupert "Rupie" Phillips Jr. 
(19th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Ralph Rodighiero (I)
(19th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Teddy "Ted" Tomblin 
(19th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Mike Burdiss (I)
(22nd) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Daniel J. Hall 
(22nd) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

8
Requiring the 

operator to offer 
residential gas 
service, at cost.

Comments: I strongly support your cause and your organization. 

House of Delegates Candidate & Officeholder Responses to WV SORO Questionnaire (continued)
1

Requiring 
landowner notice 

before coming onto 
property.

2
Requiring a face-to-
face meeting before 

the permit 
application is filed.

It is a tragedy in West Virginia history that many years ago much of our state's resources such as mineral rights were purchased by businesses outside of the state and others.  As a result under current law we 
have many landowners in our state who own land, but do not own the minerals or other natural resouces directly below the surface of their own land.  We are faced with several different problems as a result.  
We live in a state where we have an abundant supply of natural resources, but unfortunately because of absentee owners of our natural resources, West Virginia citizens benefit very little from them.  Even 
worse is the fact that our citizens face having their property defaced when these owners of the natural resources come for their minerals, natural gas, etc.  
I not only support surface owners rights, but if elected I will co-sponsor or introduced legislation to further the rights of surface owners.  

3
Negotiation or 

mediation to give 
surface owner 

input.  

4
Surface owner 

determines the road 
location.

5
Surface owner 

chooses vegetation 
replacement type. 

6
Value the land 
taken at market 

value, not the value 
of its current use.

7
Compensation for 
total value of the 
surface owner's 

losses.



BOLD = Sponsor of SB 4286
(I) = Incumbent/Officeholder
D = Democrat
C = Constitution
R = Republican

Candidate/Officeholder               
(House of Delegates District)    Party  

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor
Harold B. Wolfe, III 
(24th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Douglas C. Quesinberry 
(24th) R YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Joe Ellington 
(25th) R YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

T. Mike Porter (I)
(25th) R YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Andrew "Andy" Moscarito, Jr.
(27th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Rick Moye (I)
(27th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES

Kelley Sponaugle 
(27th) D YES YES YES

YES
General-
ly when 
possible

YES YES YES YES

Paul S. Detch 
(28th) D YES YES YES YES YES

John Pino (I)
(29th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES

Daniel B Wright 
(29th) R YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Jerry Mollohan 
(30th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Todd Carden 
(30th) R YES YES

YES
if 

practical.
YES YES YES YES YES

Victoria Casey 
(30th) R YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

John H. Miller, Jr 
(30th) R YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

House of Delegates Candidate & Officeholder Responses to WV SORO Questionnaire (continued)
1

Requiring 
landowner notice 

before coming onto 
property.

2
Requiring a face-to-
face meeting before 

the permit 
application is filed.

3
Negotiation or 

mediation to give 
surface owner 

input.  

4
Surface owner 

determines the road 
location.

5
Surface owner 

chooses vegetation 
replacement type. 

6
Value the land 
taken at market 

value, not the value 
of its current use.

7
Compensation for 
total value of the 
surface owner's 

losses.

8
Requiring the 

operator to offer 
residential gas 
service, at cost.

Comments: The mining companies also need to be included.  

In most cases

Too broad

I do support face-to-
face, but not prior to 

application. 

I would favor free 
gas for residences. 



BOLD = Sponsor of SB 4286
(I) = Incumbent/Officeholder
D = Democrat
C = Constitution
R = Republican

Candidate/Officeholder               
(House of Delegates District)    Party  

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor
Charles Charlie Black 
(32nd) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Clint Casto 
(32nd) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Ronald Blankenship 
(33rd) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Larry Cottrell 
(33rd) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

David Walker 
(33rd) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Joe Talbott (I)
(36th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Thomas Ditty 
(37th) D YES YES YES YES YES

Mike "JD" DeBarr 
(39th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Bill Hamilton (I) 
(39th) R YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Jerry Reynolds, Sr. 
(39th) R YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Mary M. Poling (I) 
(40th) D YES YES YES

YES 
within 

reason.
YES YES YES YES

Lonnie L. Moore, Sr. 
(40th) R YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Ron Fragale (I) 
(41st) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

House of Delegates Candidate & Officeholder Responses to WV SORO Questionnaire (continued)
1

Requiring 
landowner notice 

before coming onto 
property.

2
Requiring a face-to-
face meeting before 

the permit 
application is filed.

3
Negotiation or 

mediation to give 
surface owner 

input.  

4
Surface owner 

determines the road 
location.

5
Surface owner 

chooses vegetation 
replacement type. 

6
Value the land 
taken at market 

value, not the value 
of its current use.

7
Compensation for 
total value of the 
surface owner's 

losses.

8
Requiring the 

operator to offer 
residential gas 
service, at cost.

Comments: There is a related issue for surface owners.  Sustained drilling is destorying the roads for all residents in the area of drilling.  The bonds posted are inadequate for restoring roads to pre-drilling 
conditions and residents must endure road conditions (created by drillers) that rear up their vehicles and endanger their families. 

Comments: I have a concern with operator inflating their costs to the surface owner.  

Comments: Landowner should have rights. 

See Comments

Comments: Laws requiring owner or operator to repair leaking wells or lines.  If not then control should be taken over by the state.  I am a supporter of WV-SORO and if elected my office will be too. I am also 
opposed to strip-top mining because this is Wild and Wonderful WV not torn-up & ugly WV. 



BOLD = Sponsor of SB 4286
(I) = Incumbent/Officeholder
D = Democrat
C = Constitution
R = Republican

Candidate/Officeholder               
(House of Delegates District)    Party  

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor

Would 
vote to 
support

Willing 
to co- 

sponsor
Mike Manypenny 
(42nd) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Leroy Stanley 
(42nd) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Mike Caputo (I)
(43rd) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Linda Longstreth (I)
(43rd) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Steven Fumich 
(44th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Cindy Frich 
(44th) R YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Stan Shaver (I)
(46th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Allen V. Evans (I)
(48th) R YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Royce B. Saville
(50th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

John Doyle (I)
(57th) D YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Betsy Dugan
(57th) R YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

5
Surface owner 

chooses vegetation 
replacement type. 

6
Value the land 
taken at market 

value, not the value 
of its current use.

7
Compensation for 
total value of the 
surface owner's 

losses.

8
Requiring the 

operator to offer 
residential gas 
service, at cost.

Comments: President & co-founder of Save the Tygart.  

Comments: I would be happy to further discuss sponsorship/co-sponsorship of these bills. 

Comments: ...I support everything you are doing. We lost over half our Farm to eminent domain laws that were unfair and should be illegal. The power company that took them still has not used the property 
after 30 years. I believe we need stronger property rights in all respects for surface rights for oil and gas drilling to long wall mining to power and money hungry corporations that take advantage of outdated 
legislation that was written generations ago. ... Thank you for allowing me to participate in your survey.

House of Delegates Candidate & Officeholder Responses to WV SORO Questionnaire (continued)
1

Requiring 
landowner notice 

before coming onto 
property.

2
Requiring a face-to-
face meeting before 

the permit 
application is filed.

3
Negotiation or 

mediation to give 
surface owner 

input.  

4
Surface owner 

determines the road 
location.


